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On a chilly afternoon in Paris, Erika had the surprise of a lifetime in store for
her. In town to continue her education, her love, Karim, had arranged a special
birthday surprise, all the way from the U.S. — or so Erika thought. “l arrived in
Montmartre...and Karim popped out of the crowd, got down on one knee and
proposed! It was one of the most romantic and memorable moments that we’ll
forever share.” As a second surprise, Karim had arranged for Erika’s friend,
who is a photographer, to be on-site and capture the entire scene.
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We did an amazing job of
keeping the secret that we'd
choreographed a dance...
although my sweet hushand
forgot a good part of it...

After saying “yes,” the bride set to planning straight away. After
selecting the scenic and relaxing Lake Tahoe, California for their
destination, Erika quickly hired a wedding planner.

“You hire a lawyer because they know the law. You take your car
to the auto mechanic because they specialize in fixing cars. Trust
a wedding planner because they too, know best! | don’t think

it's prudent to depend too much on friends and family to assist
you and | definitely don’t think, as the bride, you can and want to
know all that goes into the orchestration of your wedding day,”
says Erika.

These two had a very specific “peaches and cream” vision in
mind and were able to execute it to perfection with the help of
their wedding planner, Merrily Wed. One thing the couple was

exclusively responsible for was their first dance — and they didn’t
let their guests down.

“We did an amazing job of keeping the secret that we’d
choreographed a dance...although my sweet husband forgot

a good part of it, hitting some of those Michael Jackson moves
simultaneously and hearing the crowd roar at the end, put a huge
smile on our faces,” says the bride. “It was such an entertaining
and free spirited way to showcase our relationship in front of our
friends and families.”

By sticking to a particular theme and organizing several pre-and-
post-wedding events for their guests, Erika and Karim really got it
all: the wedding of their dreams and happy, satisfied guests.

Photographer: Jen Philips Photography (Assisted by Tess Pace Photography), jenphilips.com, Wedding Design/Planning: Merrily Wed, merrilywed.com, Ceremony/Reception Venue: Private Estate, Floral Design: Martha Bernyk Floral Design, tahoe-florist.com,

Catering: As You Wish Catering, asuwishcatering.com, Cake/Desserts: Sugar Pine Cakery, sugarpinecakery.com, Macaroons: Homage Bakery, homeagehakery.com, Invitations: Bella Figura, bellafigura.com, Rentals: Celebrations Party Rentals,

Classic Party Rentals & Forever Vintage Rentals, celebrationspartyrentals.com, classicpartyrentals.com & forevervintagerentals.com, Linens: La Tavola, latavolalinen.com, Chiavari Chair Sleeves: Wildflower Linen, wildflowerlinens.com,

Ceremony Music: The String Beings, thestringbeings.com, Reception Music: We Ain’t Saints Entertainment, Hair: Laura Seegmiller with Salon Bella Vita, bellavitatahoe.com, Makeup: Jennifer Ergut with Kiss & Makeup, jenniferergutmakeup.com,

Wedding Gown: Mark Zunino Couture for Kleinfeld Bridal, kleinfeldbridal.com, Bridesmaids’ Dresses: Jenny Yoo, jennyyoo.com, Groom’s Attire: Jos. A. Bank, joshank.com
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