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KATE and KEVIN
Lake Tahoe, NV

LAKE TAHOE HAS ALWAYS BEEN A
special place for Kate Dietrich and Kevin
Davis. They met and fell in love when
they were both working at a hotel there;
and after they moved away to live
together in San Luis Obispo, CA, the
couple continued to reminisce about the
good times they’d had in the area. Then
on a surprise return trip to the lake,
under the guise of celebrating Kate’s
birthday, Kevin took her for a walk to
one of their favorite, secluded spots in
the woods. He had secretly asked a friend
of his to lay out a picnic there earlier,
champagne and all. “I saw it and thought,
‘That’s weird. Nobody ever comes out
here; what’s that?”” Kate recalls. “Then
Kevin ended up proposing to me.”

So Lake Tahoe was the natural choice
for the couple’s 116-guest wedding, in
July 2007. And the Thunderbird Lodge,
which overlooks the water and dates
back to the 1930s, proved to be a perfect
venue, During their outdoor ceremony,
Kevin and Kate threw blossoms into
the lake—a local wedding tradition—to
honor loved ones who had passed away.
Afterward, guests drank pear Melba mar-
tinis, which matched both the event’s
pink and salmon flowers and the stun-
ning sunset that reflected off the water.

After dining on macadamianut-crusted
ahi tuna and rib-eye steak (or eggplant
and polenta), people chose from three
types of cake: tiramisu, vanilla chocolate
marble with mocha buttercream and
ganache fillings, or lemon cake with ber-
ries, vanilla custard and buttercream.
“Some guests ate a piece of every flavor,”
Kate recalls. “We had no leftovers!”

Once the sun went down, every-
one headed into the lodge for dancing.
The DJ, who is also a musician, played
guitar and sang Ben Harper’s “Not Fire,
Not Ice” for the pair’s first dance. “Tt was
a cool touch to have it performed live,”
says the bride. By the end of the evening,
the couple had a whole new set of mean-
ingful Tahoe memories. “We always
used to say that the best times of our
lives were there,” says Kate. “Now that’s
definitely true.” —Esther Haynes
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